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Reverend Sir, 
SOME Am much concerg'd to find you in 
SS the Number of, thoſe, who ſcruple 
ſubmitting. to the preſent Govern- 
To ment, Praying for W:/l:am and, 
CO Mary, our King and Queen. And 
DONS; perhaps your Concernment is as 
| t to underſtand me in the Num- 
1 ber of thoſe that ſubmit ; Wherefore it cannot be un- 
ſcafonable to argue the Caſe. 
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And firſt, I doubt not , but that, as I have ſub- 
mitted , ſo you ſtand-out -by- the- Impulſes of. Cone . 
ſcience ; for as tothe Point of Intereſt;-it's viſibly-on- 
my ſide. Take a Survey of William and Fames , 
examine the Accompliſhments, Conduct, Religion 
of both, and can you oh —_— , Which is 

ttet "to REin 2? "Lite "of"; :am” is Unbple» 
Laney his 7. MP A Fate z; he never roodM ine 
Servant, nor forſook his Friend; he is of our own 
Religion, and ſet up. by our Selves , ſo that it is 
impoſſible that he' can have either the Will, or 
the Power tom hupt» us. James is a Man-,whoſe 
Religion has gar ſo much ;the-Adtgendant 'of Il Ho- 
nour, ' that . his Confeſlors Ditates,,/are the” Stan- 
dard of his Gratitude, Juſtice and Truth ; elſe one 


vour ? Eſpecially, confideriiig what late Comple- 
; . MeEnts 
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ments werhaceqaſt:on him;; ac:Sadrbury j and oft 
minſir'y( opi rarher: throughout -the' Kingdom ;7by 
deſereing/1 his! Army ; voting ” a 'Vacancy:,. confer- 
riog.the!Erown on(Wilian ,” and Proclaiming Hitt 
King. 3011 , 992 lu odors in by eine 530! 

-- Bin» idefire:to Satisfy ;41'not(to! Bribe » your! Cons 
fciehcet Ht you-Jookid:an the Point of Subrhiddion 
as doubtful; and diſputable;>:methinks ther Intereſt 
of 'Clttr&h'-and., Stare ,\ ſhould determine yow '-but 
you .feer. to! be poſitive ;; you)ſayr; you have Sworn 
to, Knng47amrs Loan cannar>be” ablolved : 1 ſuppoſe 
you:have raken tht three uſual Waths; that, of Supxe3 
macy,-thavof Allegiance, agd:thatof Nomrefiftande; 
(as it! may not -unffttly';be terai'd-} by: Virtue | of 
the 14. of Charles 2.” | Pray let's examine them a+ 
nar on bib Logs ton k on bit 2551 rl: 

- As to. the-: Qaths of, Non-efiſtance.',. your Sub- 
mifſion: tor King:H71/;1m tf: 1mplies ; no : Violation of 
it, nor; Departure'>from-1t; I have not: beard [that 
you teok/|Atms;againſt;Fames, nor rintend to 1dog 
and-1am: perfuided King W1//ram' will not -preſs' it 
on:you. | Clergy-Men are diſpenſed with, as to the 
Point of -carrying, Arms z and therefore, it you 
have. ndt broken: this: Oath already, there's no: dans 
ger that /yiog will /have*any '/Temptation'to- do it- 
Apdiconifequeotlyy it can -n01 Way: hinder your: ſub- 
mittifig to 'W#/7ami, whatſoever it bound you to- 
ſuffer with Patience at the Hands of James. It does 
not / hinder-you- from. . putting. your - felf- under _the: 
ProteQion-- of; a , Mildet and Juſtcr: Prince, --whicts 
may -.be,.: etther::by |; your retiring into his Coun-+ 
try , or by his obtaining the Soveraignty of yours, 


without your help and aid. But in truth , I won- 
der 
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der How 1t cones" to. pals, that yous are: fo: fond 
of iPaffive Obedience at: this unſcafonable Junhure, 
fince you uſe to boggte at it in better times. _ IF 
all had been of that Opinion , and aged 
accordingly, we had in all probability now, not been 
a Church, or a Nation; for it's in vain/to depend on 
Miracles in this Age. -1f Men-inatend to fecure their 
Lives and Eftates, they muft do it by force; a 
Temporal Intereft muſt have a Temporal Securi- 

. Indeed, Paflive Obedience was a Doctrine ve- 
ry ſuitable to the Circumftances: of the Primitive 
Chriſtians , who valaed -not their Lives and- Eftates, 
who gloried-im Stfferings, took with Joy the fpoil- 
ing of their Goods , or diſtributed them to the 
Poor. In ſhort, it was a- Doctrine very proper 
for them that had no Liberty , and deſired no Pro- 
perty ; ſee 44s 4.'32- bur our Caſe- is very: differ- 
ent ;'from: theirs ; 'we poſlels Fiſtates; and have a 
mint to: entail them .on our Children ; .and. there . is 
no way to do that, but the Power: of 'the-Sword. 
Without we ſtand'on our Guard, the King; -and'a 
tew Villains about him , might cut all the Throats, 
and amaſs all the Wealth of the Kingdom: [You 
had beſt therefore , either conform your Practice 
to the. Dodtrme of . the Primitive Chriſtians; 'or 
elſe reform-rheir Dofrine as to'the point of 'Obedi- 
ence, 'by the Praftice of the preſent Times. 
However the: Primitive Chriſtians ſubmitted even 
w UVſurpers and Tyrants ; /and how much more 
then,” would they to ſuch a Prince , as wy the >Con= 
on -of our Senate ,' fills the "Thron the 'King- 

oms? 


c 


Let 
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. Let tis proceed next to the Oath of Allegiance, 
And 4d; 'F. deſirg.-you to. confider , that it is not 
of -fuch/ 4:-petperual Qbligazion , but that in ſome 
Caſes and” Tindes, a Chriſtan'may be abſolved from 
it, It's the Cuſtom of Zaxland, to Naturalize For- 
reigfiers , who yet had Sworn Allegiance to. their 
own Princes Abroad , without: conſulting thoſe 
Princes, and asking their leave. And it's the Cys 
ftom . of Faceign - Riinees 40 Naturalize the Sub» 
js of Bug/and, without asking leave of our Ki 
and Parliament , whereby their Allegiance is tranſ 
ferxed ; unto the Sovereignty unto which they ſub- 
mix, -apd.conſequently1t dyes here. . Now, ut this Pra- 
Qice i wiwolved Perjury , it's _—_— that ever 'it 
could: have obtained , or at leaſt been ſo long and 
generally! uſed in Chriftian Kingdoms and States, 
Cicero, and after him Grotivs, thinks it ;2 part, nay 
the''Foundatign . of every. Man's Liberty, to be & 
* Wbje& to'what Prince or State he pleaſes. Avd this 
is very ſuitable to'our Saviour's Advice, of flering to- 
another City, 'when we are perſecuted in our own ;. 
and to the Command given the Apoſtles, of Preach- 
ing the Goſpel to all Nations ; whereby he made them 
as it were Natural Subjects - $0: the, Sovereignty. of 
exery Place where they came, that they might without 
man pay Allegiance: to-it 5. and ;rective- its Prote- 


Pp. ; | þ 

Thus you fee the Oath of Allegiance is capa- 
ble. of. ſame Reftriftion and. Limuation , tho'. the 
-Words ſeem -to,imply the. contrary. -' Now; this i& 
very:. applicable .ta our Caſe ; for tho* we have 
not farſaken our Country , and, retired . to a Fo- 
reign State ,. a Forreign Prince has abtained the: 
1 Sovereignty 
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Sovereignty -of ours, - which ?is-juſt as much 23 if 
we had'\ ſubmitted to his-Sovereignty» Abroad; fot 
Subjeion afd Sovereignty #&> relaret;-rwhich:tan- 
not" ſubſiſt apart.” ' Tf ame}: retamed - his! Sovereign/ 
ry, the Oath+ of Allegiance to him -were' binding, 
but: ſince he 'has loſt'rhar; your Obligation falls: of 
courſe ,.or rather accrues/to. his Succetior tht king 
. that Roigns. 22 WB: 24T BUAEL DAR ., 225115 
This wilt ill mote ppear;.if 'you'confider, that 
your Aſtegiance baund: yow-only'by Virtue 'of - the 
Conſtitution' of 'Exzland , whereot ::you. were-'a 
Metnber, and James'ithe Head: But that. Conſti: 
_ tutibn has beer'entirely diſſolved: andiconſequent 
all the ObKgations'ithar it impoſed , vaye?Null 2 
Void; Now "that 36urt Government! was «diflolv'd ; 
not* ro infiſt*on 'the hard Words of the: Lawyers, 
tfieſe two things indiſputably 'Evinoe's The King's 
Disbanding! his' Army.;- ahd -fubmitrings himſelf>ro 
the Price. oF ORANGE ,vhtoh The: UidobÞanvi- 
tight to T1 James's andVyietdineg himieclf mo'the 
Peifiee's/ Guards /when 5 the2 might 1 have) avoided 
beth?! This was a- down-right Departure:!from [his 
Independent and" Royat ?Power';/ and \egnſcynently , 
2 ol8ng- Abſelutioncof «His Subjects! fromitheis: Al- 
lepithoe. 11 Then hd tever 'angprihingſibecn irdſented 
rabrel keinofly- from a King of i Eurland; byjulis 
Subjeds, than a Submiſſion to a Foreign Power.gcfor 
mqeed they "eanner. Serveinor Obey Ticl'p Pririce , 
8&dorQiag . rev ithe :'Conſitation ſofi/ithd Gomernmcnty 
By 2thtirOdths,/thepAbjure ghgiRenoonre all: F&- 
folbih Pifnces 'ant>Payets} und ack 14am; by 
pcrdants Now ,burbianherhilnſdls ſubmitstooa 
Fotcign” Powers. hc tither igvolves 11s Sabjcdts;'20 
LIT 9Y a pCcr- 


- 
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2 Perjury, or Abſfolves them from their Oaths; 
Which as it takes in the Oath of Supremacy, fo 
it makes way for the third Anſwer that I intend 
to give your ObjeQion from the Obligation * of 
your Oaths. If the Government was not diffolved , 
and your Oaths in force , as the greater Part of 
the Nation, ſo you in particular are Perjured. Your 
Oath of Allegiance binds you to defend the King 
to the utmoſt of your Power, againſt all Con- 
ſpirators, and Attempts whatfoever. Now, I ask , 
Did you take up Arms for King James? Did you 
follow him into the Weft, or ſend any Body thi- 
ther to Aſſiſt and Defend his Perſon and Hou 
nour 2 If not, your Oath is broken, your Allegiance 
violated , and tonſequently, of no force, till it 
be renounced, But leſt you ſhould excuſe your 
ſelf, by your CharaQter, from Feats of Arms ; let 
me ask , whether 'you pray'd heartily for the 
King's Succeſs againſt the Prince and his Army ? 
Did you fay, Abate their Pride, Aſſwage their Ma» 
lice, and Confound their Devices? if not , what 
pretence can you have to Allegiance and Loyal- 
ty? But to render the Violation of your Allegi- 
ance ſtill more uunqueſtionable ; you have appear- 
ed diretly againſt King James; you were at the 
Election of Convention-Men t'other Day, very bu- 
ſy about forming an Intereſt for a Gentleman that 
had kept his Oath of Allegiance , and defended 
" the King as much as your ſelf. Pray fee by what 
Law, Statute, or Ordinance was you there, or 
gave you your Vote? Certainly , if the King's ſub- 
mitting Himſelf, his Crown and Dignity, to a Fo- 
reign Prince, did not diffolve the Government, and 
B _ return 
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return the Kingdom to a State of Nature , your 
meeting there , was an open Violation of your 
Allegiance 5 a down-right Evil , or rather Rebelh- 
on. And if ever James ſhould recover his Power, 
he would conſider you as a Traytor, You knew, 
that he had no kindreſs for Parliaments, much 
leſs for Conventions; and would you then at once 
croſs your Prince's Will, and the eſtabliſh-d Laws, 
by chuſing without a Writ? Or it you choſe, why 
would - you pitch on Men incenſed and provoked 
againſt the Court , by the loſs of thier [ntereſt, 
Honours, and Offices, becauſe they would not 
comply with its Deſigns? What, I pray , could 
you expect from. ſuch an illegal Choice of angry 
and injured Men, but the Vote for a Vacancy ? 
If. you had intended to Reſcue and Reſtore the 
King , you ſhould have made a Muſter inſtead of 
an Election, and appointed Officers inſtead of Re- 
preſentatives ; the Country ſhould. have Riſen in 
Arms, and declared. for the King, who alone could 
Summon a Parliament according to Law, But now, 
ſince you took the ſafer way, and choſe by Virtue of _ 
the Prince of ORAGNE's Writs, you acknow- 
iedged his Authority, and Signed, by his Hand,to 
all the Acts of the Convention ; they a& in your 
Name, and by your Power ; and therefore, what 
ever they do, is yours. Your Choice of them, 
proves that you conſidered the Conſtitution as dif- 
ſolved, and beſpoke a new one, ſuch as they ſhould 
think fit; for you gave them no InſtruQtions , nor 
Limitions\ fo. that, they might have perpetuated 
their Power, had they pleaſed. Now, that they have 
eamed a new King, the Act is yours, and you are: 

bound 
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bound to Obey him ; for had they Recalled the 
laſt, they had confeſt themſelves Traytors, and 
thoſe that empow'red them ; nay , they had been 
falſe to their Truſt; for they had acted contrary 
to the Example and Deſire of thoſe that elected 
them. A Vote in the Houſe of Commons, after 
a Free Eleftton, gives the . Pulſe of the Nation ; 
thereby it's plain , that the greater Part thought 
the late King had faln from his Right. Now, if 
there be any that would not have themſelves in- 
cluded , they ought not barely to diſobey , but 
to Proteſt and Riſe in Arms, before the Conſtitu- 
tion takes Root ; elſe, tho? they Diſſent, they are 
virtually included , and ſuppoſed in Law to agree, 
If you like not the Ads of Parliament , where are 
your Powers ? For either you ought to ſubmit to 
their Decrees, or call them to an Acconnt for Abu- 
ſing your Confidence. To rail at their Proceed- 
ings, and yet to ſhelter your ſelf under their Prote- 
Aion, is a Contradiftion , which methinks , ſhould 
not be Digeſted by a Conſcience ſo tender as 
Yours. 

And. hereby , you may fatisfy ſome of your 
Neighbours, that perhaps were not at the EleQion; 
For tlicir Caſe is the ſame as yours, except they 
publickly diſown'd and oppdſed it. Every Free- 
holder is either perſonally , or virtually at the Ele- 
Qtion ; and as to the Law, it's no matter which; 
Indeed ,: this Junture: required every Man's perſo- 
nal Appearance, either /to Rebuke, Correct, and Re- 
ſift, or to Approve and Further the Choicg, according 
as every man thought the Government Diſlolv'd or in 


Being. 
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In getieral, That a Government may be diſſoly'd, 

is not to be diſputed. The four great Monarchies 
had their Periods; and almoſt all the Kingdoms 
and States in Europe, and a greater part of A/ia, 
roſe out of the Ruins of the laſt. Particularly , 
England is now a Kingdom , that was once a Branch 
of the Roman Empire. And as little 1s it to be 
queſtioned, whether a Chriſtian ought to ſubmit to 
the Government he finds in being. This the Apo- 
ſtle warrants, Rom. 13. 1. The Powers that be, 
(that is, the preſent Powers, the Prince that is in 
Poſleflion of the Crown , which takes away all de- 
feats) are ordained of God, Our Saviour paid Tri- 
bute to Cz/ar, who could pretend no Right , but 
Conqueſt over the Fews , and that of no great 
ſtanding. The Lawyers may talk of Preſcrip- 
tion, and the Right accruing to the Poſſeflor upon 
it; but to us, that underſtand not Law, the plain» 
neſs and Simplicity of the Goſpel muſt be ſuppo- 
fed to give a more intelligible Rule. I don't fe- 
member, that ever I heard or read it determined, 
how many years make a Preſcription for a Soves 
reign Right. I am ſure, Nulum tempus occurrit Re- 
gi, is a Maxim of the Law of England, and Ed- 
ward the -Fourth is an Inſtance of it , who thought 
not his "Title prejudiced by three Henries of the 
Houſe of . Lancaſter, who Succeſfively held the 
Throne, To be ſure, the Law of Eng/and takes 
- no notice of ſuch a thing as Preſcription in the 
- Point of Sovereignty ; nor appoints any Court 
wherein it's to be tried ; and conſequently, it's ra- 
tional to believe, That it intends we ſhould fub- 
mit to the Prince that Reigns; and this ſeems to 


be 
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be the Principle of the Goſpel it ſelf, which does not 
oblige its Votaries to Scan and Examine the Titles of 
Princes, nor to wage War againſt Uſurpers ; but 
rather quietly to fubenic to thoſe that ——_ of 
the Power, till Juſtice be foftned into Mercy, and 
Law exalted into Love; till Righteouſneb be univer- 
fally praQticed, that there be nothing for Power and 
Law, for Courts and Judges to do. 

But if at any time a Government can be diſſolved, 
and if eyer Chriſtians might ſubmit to a new Go- 
vernment ereted on the Ruins of a former ; ours is 
the Government, and we are the Chriſtians. 

James ſubmitted to the Prince of ORANGE, by 
offering him his Palace, and going under his Guards ; 
the People have ſubmitted to him, by obeying his 
Writs; and laſtly, the Repreſentatives, who had an 
unbounded and unlimited Power, choſe and proclaim'd 
him King, as the juſt Rewards of the glorious Deli 
very he hath wrought for our Church and State 
you your felf have had a ſhare in all this, firſt, by not 
affiſting King James, neither by your Perſon, Purſe, 
nor Prayers; and then by chuſing the Convention- 
Men, who have ſet things on this bottom. Now, 
your Conſcience condemns you for what you have 
done, you ought to keep a Lent extraordinary for it ; 
only let me tell you, That this is a Sin for which you 
may repent, but which you can never retrieve. To 
diſfolve a Government,is like Marder or Adultery ; it's 
an Injury not to be redrefled, a loſs not to be recovered. 
Nay, in pretending to redreſs what's paſt, you com> 
mit.a new Offence : Your Allegiance is now tranſhted 
to King W/l;zam by your chuſing him; and therefore 


to reft{t him, will be at once a Rebellion ey 
ut 
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But to conclude; If you are conſiſtent with your! 
ſelf, -you muſt fubmit to the King you have choſen ;- 
if not, that you muſt ſubmit to him as a Conque- 
ror ; it's ſomewhat” invidious to give him that Title ; 
but-it belongs to him, as much as to 77am the I, 
Indeed, he has not conquered the Kingdom by Force, 
but - by Charms ; not by Violence, but by Goodneſs 
and Virtue. In ſhort; he had no War with E»g/ard, 
but only with the King, and a few of his Miniſters.; 
and therefore the Victory can endamage none bur 
them. Now the Juſtice of the War, warrants him to 
carry his Succeſs as far as he can. Till the Birth of him 
thet was called the Prince of Wales, His Princeſs was 
the Heir Preſumptive to three Kingdoms. Now , 
that Birth was not fo very well atteſted, as to leave 
no Suſpicions o-an- Impoſture ; the Prince deſires a 
Tryal before the Parliament of England; the King re- 
ſolves to have no Parliament , or one that ſhould be 
packt ; of this the Prince complains, but in vain ; 
whereupon he was concern'd to vindicate his Princeſs's 
Title by the Sword, ſeeing all other means were de- 
nid; and was ever War undertaken upon a* more 
weighty, .or a. juſter. Cauſe? For tho' the Prince of 
Wales had been Genuine; yet if he was not ſufficiently 
known to be ſo, or at leaſt pronounc'd ſo by the Su- 
preme Court of the Nation, the Prince's Cauſe was juſt. 
But now, in a juſt War, the offended Party is not 
bound to redreſs the Injuries done to him, and no more; 
no, no, all advantages may be taken , that interfere 
not with the Law ot Nations. It's juſt that the Prince 
of ORANGE: ſhould not only Redreſs the Injury 
that provok'd him to Arms, but alſo pay himſelf for 
the Charges he has expended, and the Riſques he has 


run, 
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run, and the Loſs he muſt have ſuſtain'd, had he been 
beaten in the Field; _ which was no leſs than of three 
Kingdoms, beſides, perhaps his Life, and that- of the 
Princeſs. 

Let you and me therefore ſubmit to a King that 
has obtained the Kingdom by fo juſt a War, with fo 
little Effuſion of Blood, and thank God that the Head 
of our Church, is at once:her. Ornament and Security. 
Let us pray for James, as for our Enemy, that God 
will fandtity his AffliQtions, turn his Heart from Ido» 
latry and Cruelty, and prepare him for Heaven, Let 
us pray for Wiliam as the Deliverer of our Church, 
and: Defender of our Faith ; and: hope from him all. 
thoſe Favours that may make our Church and Iſhng. 
the Delight of God, and the Envy of Men, I am, 


Reverend Sir, 
With al Sincerity,, 
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— 


Scriptorum Ecdeſcaſticorum Hiſtoria Literaria a Chriſto nato uſque ad Seculum XTV. Fa- 
cili Methods digeſta. na de Vita illorum ac Rebus geftis, de Seffa, Dogmatibus, Ele« 
gio, Stylo ; de Scriptis genuinis, dubiir, ſuppoſititiis, ineditis, deperditis, Fragmentis ; 
deque variis Operum Editionibus perſpicue agitur. Accedunt Scriptores Gentiles, Chri« 
ſtione Religionis Oppugnateres ; &r onjuſrir Seculi Breviarium. Inſeruntur ſuis lecis 
Veiterum _ Muy an & many _ Grecs, tum Latina, rey og imedits. 
Premiſſa denique Prolegomena, quibus plurima ad Antiquitatis Eccleſiaſtice tudium 
ſeit ontia traduntur. Opus Indicibus neceſſariis inftruttum. Autore do Lk 

ELMO C APE, SS. Theol. Profeſ. Canonico Windeſorienſi. Accedit ab Alia Manu 

Appendix ab incunts Seculo XIV. ad Anmam uſque MD Ril. 1689. 


